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600.194 
SAMPLE OF DETERMINATIONS AND FINDINGS  

FOR AWARD OF A NON-COMPETITIVE DISCRETIONARY  
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

 
Pursuant to the Uniform Federal Assistance Regulations, 7 CFR 3015, the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service offers the following Determination and Findings as justification for awarding a non-competitive 
cooperative agreement.  The main purpose of the award is to provide  financial assistance to the Conservation 
Technology Information Center (CTIC), a non-government, non-profit organization in its effort to assist 
landowners and land users in meeting the requirements of the conservation provisions of the 1985 and 1990 
Farm Bills.  CTIC is a resource and information center that encourages the adoption of soil and water 
conservation systems that are environmentally responsible, and enhance agriculture visibility. 
 
The CTIC plan (proposed to NRCS) involves launching a National program that would involve agri-business, 
local Soil and Water Conservation Districts, USDA and Agricultural commodity organizations to implement a 
residue management marketing program based on market findings. Through a common focus, landowners and 
land users will be provided with information, services and encourage needed for implementing more efficient 
cost effective conservation practices for meeting the congressional requirements of 1985 and 1990 Farm Bills. 
 
Though the proposal presented by CTIC was not solicited by NRCS, evaluation of the proposal shows that the 
CTIC plan will provide a foundation for increased cooperation between Federal and non-Federal parties in 
assisting landowners and land users to improve residue management techniques.  NRCS, as a lead agency for 
conservation, believes that the aspects covered by the CTIC plan will serve to provide better technical and 
planning assistance to the nation’s landowners and land users. 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
1.  NRCS has the authority under the Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act (6 U.S.C. 590a) to enter 

into this type of relationship. 
2.  The CTIC proposal/application is based on a accomplishing a public purpose of support and stimulation in 

carrying out activities authorized by the 1985 and 1990 Farm Bills, and other conservation related 
legislation. 

3.  The CTIC proposal/application does not fall under a recent, current or proposed NRCS solicitation. 
4.  NRCS will be substantially involved with CTIC during performance of the activities covered by the  
       application/proposal 
5.  The level of NRCS financial participation in the relationship is commensurate with the anticipated 
 benefits. 
6.  Preparation of a solicitation for commensurate marketing proposals/applications would result in  
      significant cost, and the possibility of unfairly disclosing information that CTIC has proposed. 
 
DETERMINATIONS 
 
Based on the above findings, I, as the awarding official, hereby determine that within the requirements of the 
Regulation of the Secretary, 7 CFR 3015.158(d), this non-competitive award funds an innovative and unique 
approach; such award is in the best interest of the Government; and is needed to assist in accomplishing 
conservation objectives. 
_______________________________________________________             ___________________________ 

Signature of State Conservationist      Date 


